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Pratt Precision Bonbi ng Range

(PBR) #2 consisted of 2,560 acres |located 10 m | es northwest of
Greensburg, Kiowa County, Kansas in Sections 10(east half), 11,



12(west half), 13(west half), 14, and 15(east half), Township 27
Sout h, Range 19 West. Half of the land is used for cropland and
hal f for grazing/pasture. There are several |andowners. The
Yahootie Land Inc. |eases or owns nost tracts.

The ranges are located in sand hills close to major streans.
The surface can slope from4 to 20% Terrain generally slopes to
the east. The elevation of the site and the surroundi ng area
ranges between a | ow of about 2,220 feet (NGVD) on the east to a
hi gh of about 2,260 feet (NGVD) west. Vegetation is mainly grass
Wi th sparse scrub bush. Bare areas with bl own out places atop
hills are common. There are areas of severe w nd erosion where
the plant cover has been stripped and the sand is easily eroded
by the wind. Drainage is into Rattl esnake Creek, which neanders
just south of the area and flows east into the Arkansas River
near Sterling, Kansas. The Arkansas River then flows through
Okl ahoma and Arkansas into the Mssissippi River. Surface
drai nage networks are not devel oped. Surface water probably
soaks into the sandy soil and drains internally. Sone ponds
whi ch are probably either spring or ground water fed are present.

4. SITE H STORY: The Arny Air Forces acquired the 2,560 acre
site by negotiated | ease and condemmation in 1943. The area was
used by Pratt Arny Air Field as a PBRto train pilots and their
crews in daytinme and nighttinme precision bonbing. There were no
i nprovenents. The site remai ned under DOD control during the
period of the DOD ownership. The site was reported surplus on 19
July 1946 and the | eases were term nated 9 Decenber 1946. A Bonb
and Shell D sposal Team was di spatched at the tinme the area was
reported surplus. A thorough search of the area was nade and the
site was sufficiently decontam nated for rel ease.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Ar ea: Entire Site
Si ze, Acres: 2,560
Former Use: Preci si on Bonbi ng Range
Present Use: Grazing and cropl and
Probabl e End Use: Grazing and cropl and
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed
Type: Practice Bonbs, 100 | b., M8A2
Ordnance Presence: Pot enti al
Type: Bonmbs, HE, 250 I b. and 500 | b

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Pratt
PBR #2 was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, St.
Louis District, in Septenber 1994.



7. STRATEGY: Engi neering Eval uati on and Cost Anal ysis (EE/ CA)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsvile Center Technical

Advi sory Group recomended a strategy of EE/CA, RAC 3. The ASR
site inspection included the area where the target bull seye was
formerly located and only one fragnent of a practice bonb was
found. The site is RAC 3 because of a possibility that high
expl osive (HE) bonbs were used at the site, based on comments in
a clearance report dated 26 October 1946. The ASR aut hor could
not confirmthe statenment in this docunent that HE was used at
the site. Oher than this docunent, all interviews, fragnments
previously found at the site, docunentation, newspapers and
rational indicate that only practice bonbs were used. The ASR
aut hor concl udes that a few HE bonbs coul d have been dropped on
the site.

HNC Safety Conmments: He agreed with the strategy of EE/ CA, RAC
3. Oher coments: (1)Although used as a PBR, a Bonb and Shel

D sposal Teamreport of 1946 indicates that HE bonbs were used on
this site. (2) There is no indication of chemcal warfare
materials (CWW) at the site and the site should be renoved from
the CAM | NPR Dat a Base

Cl earance at the Site: At Appendix C 6, a docunent dated 26
Cct ober 1946 by 9800t h TSU CE, Detachnent Nunber 7, Bonb and
Shel | Di sposal Team indicated that a thorough cl earance of the
site was acconplished. Findings were: (1)A quantity of 5
cani sters of black powder from 38 MB8A2 Practice Bonbs were found
on the surface and 11 others were dug up. (2)A few large craters
and shrapnel from HE bonbs were found, which showed that 250 and
500 I b. HE bonbs were used. No |live HE bonbs were found.

It was determ ned that the site was safe from expl osi ves and
sufficiently decontam nated for rel ease.

Nat ural Resources: Federally and State threatened species occur
within the site area and are listed in ASR Fi ndi ngs, page 4-5,
para 4.5.2. An on-site inspection by appropriate State and
Federal personnel nay be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of |isted species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: The ASR did not indicate if historical/
cultural resources were found to be present at the site. Any
intrusive neasures taken within the area will require oversight
by the State Historical Preservation Ofice and/or other I|ike
or gani zati ons.



9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only
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